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CZECH REPUBLIC

HISTORY OF PHEASANT BREEDING IN CZECHIA
According to the legend, the Colchis pheasant (Phasianus Colchicus) was found by
so/called Argonauts in Colchis during their research of the Golden Fleece. From
Colchis they brought live pheasants to Greece. It is just a legend but it is true that the
Greeks and later the Romans contributed to the spread of pheasants across the
whole Europe. The Roman poet Giovenale wrote that pheasants were the birds of
Scythia, the ancient Central Eurasia region. The Romans used pheasants with their
beautiful colours for ornamental purposes in the parks of patrician villas. Only from
XI century the pheasants were introduced in European hunting game preserves
owned by kings and noble families. The history of pheasant breeding in the
Bohemian lands goes back to the 11th century and the first official pheasantry was
founded near Králuv Dvůr by the Bohemian king and German Kaiser Charles IV in the
14th century. The breeding and hunting of the pheasant have become so popular here
that during the times a specific species called in French Fasan de Boheme or in
German der Bohmische Jagdfasan become very popular for its strong and healthily
form. The modern driven shooting is connected with the Hasburg imperial house
reigning in the Bohemia till the World War One. In the 1845 there were almost 200
pheasant breeding across the country. Nowadays the driven shooting in the Czech
Republic boasts great reputation for the quality of birds, excellent organization and
maintaining of original tradition connected to the event.

Driven shooting on historical grounds in southern Moravia
The driven shooting will occur in historical pheasantries in the beautiful landscape of southern
Moravia, close to the Austrian border. First records of pheasant keeping there date back to the late
17th century. Game-keeping and pheasant-keeping enjoyed a boom under the Hapsburg archdukes.
Following the nationalization of Hapsburg estates in 1918 and in the second half of the 20th
century, pheasant-keeping went through a major upturn. Through carefully planned stand
regulation, individual pheasantries were systematically and gradually transformed into their
present shape. The main objective of all the stand changes has been to create an ideal environment
for the breeding and hunting of pheasants in historical pheasantries which we were entrusted with
managing.
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The Estate offers nine areas for driven pheasant shooting with the total surface of 8,514 hectares. of
hunting grounds. The pheasantries are predominantly covered by hardwood floodplain forests (oak, ash,
elm, walnut) and softwood floodplain forests (poplar, linden, willow). Present pheasantries are
characterized by distinct stand regulations, predominantly in the drives’ so-called heads. These parts of
pheasantries are expected to contain the highest concentration of pheasants and the actual hunts take
place in them.
A key factor in the successful long-term management of these pheasantries is the quality of bred birds.
Most pheasants are bred in their own breeding stations and great emphasis is placed on health, general
maturity and adaptability of maturing chicks to the relatively harsh conditions of life in the wild. Pheasants
are released at the age of 10 weeks and in a short time they must adapt to a life in a hunting ground
(predators, diseases, extreme weather). Losses of young chicks are considerable (over 50 per cent of all the
released birds).
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OUR OFFER
PACKAGE INCLUDES:
Organization of the event
Czech hunting license and insurance
Entire Organization of pheasants driven shooting
Three nights in the Estate Chateau – Double Room single use with full board
Transfer during the shooting days
Two days bag of total 150 pheasants per gun
Total price: 5460 EUR

PHEASANT SHOOTING FEE: 26 €
The prices are calculated for a group of 8 guns with the minimum bag required by the Estate owner.
It is possible to offer 1 day shooting and 2 nights stay at the price of EUR.
NOT INCLUDED
Tips to the loaders: recommandation - 50 € per gun/day
Cartridges: 0,40 € per piece
Transfer from the airport and back: price upon request
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VISIT THE CZECH REPUBLIC
Czech Republic is a small European country with incredibly various natural and architectonical richness. The lands of Bohemia and Moravia boast over 1200 years of history and the lack of
major disasters during the two big wars in the 20th century let the architecture gems well preserved and in towns center you can admire from Roman to Gothic and Baroque styles in
incredible largeness.
Prague, the capital city of the country, is the one of the major attractions for tourists from all over the world. The complex of Prague castle, founded in 880 a.C., is the largest castle complex
worldwide and it creates the unique panorama of the city. Prague today is a vibrant metropolis that offers cultural and gastronomical satisfaction not only for tourists but also locals and
high number of expats settled there.
Apart from Prague there is so much to visit in Czech Republic. The country is divided in the lands of Bohemia, Moravia and Slesia. South Bohemia offers picturesque landside with incredible
number of castles and small chateaus. That’s thanks to noble families of Rozmberk and Schwarzenberg who had their residence there.
Western Bohemia is the spa area of the country, with the so called spa triangle made by the towns of Karlovy Vary, Marianske lazne and Frantiskovy lazne.
Southern Moravia on the other hand is the wine land with charming small towns and hills with wine yards.
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CZECH GASTRONOMY
Given the central location of the Czech Republic and the fact of being for a
long time part of the Austrian Empire, in the local gastronomy you will find
some items in common with Austrian and Hungarian cuisine. Typical Czech
dishes are usually with meat; roasted duck, svickova (beef steak with bread
dumplings and cream sauce) or goulash are a must here. Though Czech
Republic is more of a beer country, all the mentioned dishes are well
accompanied by a pint of Plzen, local wine production is not to be forgotten
at all. Thanks to the climate in Czechia the wine production offers excellent
white wines, some of them awarded on prestigious events, such as gold
medal for Josef Valihrach from Chardonnay-du-Monde in 2014 and 2020.
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TOURIST ATTRACTIONS NEARBY
Mikulov town

The historical town of Mikulov is in South Moravia near the border of the Czech Republic and Austria. And like all the towns and villages in South
Moravia, Mikulov is also surrounded by vineyards. Mikulov was founded at the beginning of the 12th century upon the establishment of a market
settlement, which was promoted to a town in 1410. The Baroque chateau was built in the 17th century instead of the Romanesque and Gothic castle.
Mikulov was owned by the Lichtenstein family from the end of the 13th century to the end of the 16th century, and then by the Ditrichstein family until
the 19th century. The Ditrichstein family owned the chateau and the local farm estate until 1945 when the chateau burned out.

Historical center of Mikulov
Mikulov castle and its garden

Svatý kopeček “Saint hill”

Old monastery
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Lednice and Valtice complex
There are not many places in the world which have received such care as the elegant area around the spectacular
Lednice and Valtice chateaux. An absolutely unique park has been created here over the centuries, full of rare tree
species, romantic little buildings, fishponds and beautiful little corners. The Lednice-Valtice Complex, which has been
included in the UNESCO list, is known as the Garden of Europe to this very day. The huge plots of land on both sides of
the current national border between Moravia and Austria were cultivated by generations of Lichtensteins for the
whole of their reign lasting 600 years. One of the most powerful families in Europe of that time, they created an
elegant French garden and beautiful English park here in an absolutely ostentatious manner.Chateau Lednice gained
its ostentatious neo-Gothic appearance thanks to conversion in the middle of the 19th century.
The other chateau – Valtice – was the spectacular residence of the Austrian and Moravian Lords of Lichtenstein. It is
known not only for its beauty, but also the long tradition of winemaking. Grape vines were brought here by the Roman
legion of Emperor Marcus Aurelius, who regarded the area of Pálava as suitable for cultivation of wine. You can thus
enjoy not only a unique cultural experience, but also a glass of superb Moravian wine in the Wine Salon here. The park
here, surrounding both chateaux, is one of the most luxurious landscapes in Europe
Lednice chateau
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City of Brno
Brno is the second largest city in Czech Republic and is very close to the hunting area. It has charming historical squares and buildings. The city is known also for a high
number of typical restaurants.
Beside the city center is possible to visit also following point of interest.
Špilberk Castle, established in the 13th century by Přemysl Otakar II to protect both the Czech lands and the town of Brno. An occasional residence of Moravian margraves,
the castle became a huge military fortress in the 17th and 18th centuries. In 1783, as decreed by Emperor Joseph II, it was transformed into a jail for serious criminals and
soon also for political prisoners from countries throughout the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Špilberk was known as the harshest jail in Europe. Its famous prisoners included
Italian Carbonari, notably poet Silvio Pellico, and Václav Babinský, the famous Czech bandit.
Old monastery
The history of the monastery reaches back to the 14th century when it was founded by Queen Elizabeth Richenza. It is also the place where Gregor Johann Mendel laid the
foundations of genetics and Leoš Janáček made his first steps towards musical immortality.
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